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have sometimes to he given dogmatically ; and we care more for what they 
have winnowed out of the grain they have gathered than to be never so can¬ 
didly showed the whole heap, and offered the opportunity to go through 
the process for ourselves. C. W. D. 


Art. XXXVI_ Health Reports. 

1. Third Annual Report of the. State. Board of Health of Connecticut 

for the. fiscal year ending November 30. 1880 ; with the Registra¬ 
tion Report for the year ending Bee. 31, 1879. 8vo. no. 252. 
Hartford, 1880. 

2. Report of the Board of Health of the State of Louisiana for the 

year 1880. Extracts containing report of Joseph Jones, M.D., 
President, together with official correspondence with National and 
Local Boards of Health; and Quarantine and Sanitary rules and 
regulations of the Board. 8vo. pp. 149. New Orleans. 

3. Sixth Report of the State Board of Health of California for the 

year ending June 30, 1880. 8vo. pp. 136. Sacramento, 1880. 

1. The Connecticut Health Report opens with a concise yet comprehen¬ 
sive digest of the sanitary investigations it records, furnished by the able 
secretary of the Board, Dr. C. W. Chamberlain, from which we gather 
the gratifying intelligence, that an improved public sentiment in regard 
to sanitary affairs is manifested throughout the State, and that in many 
well-known instances, individuals and health authorities have successfully 
contended with the hygienic problems, pressed upon their attention in 
previous reports. 

Dr. Chamberlain informs us that though there have been a greater 
number of epidemics than the previous year, the mortality was not exces¬ 
sive. Measles was exceedingly prevalent, scarcely any children escaping, 
and second or even third attacks occurring. Local epidemics of typhoid 
fever were reported from several sections, and in one of these instances 
the infection was traced, as shown by a map, to the pollution of the soil 
from sewers. Smallpox has reappeared in the mortality lists for the first 
time since 1876, hut a threatened epidemic was averted by prompt isola¬ 
tion of cases and vaccination of exposed persons. Urgent attention is 
again called to the danger of using ice from ponds the water of which has 
been contaminated by sewage, and this curious proof that the typhoid 
fever germs (like the yellow fever germs) are not killed by a freezing tem¬ 
perature seems worthy of special notice. 

A thoughtful and suggestive letter from Prof. Vi. H. Brewer upon 
Public Health vs. Public Wealth is worthy of a wide circulation among 
the legislators of other communities besides those of New Haven, to whom 
it is addressed. 

Among the special reports, that of Robert Briggs, Esq., the eminent 
civil engineer of Phila.. upon the plans for warming and ventilating the 
Bridgeport School-house, should be carefully studied by sanitarians. Dr. 
Chamberlain’s paper upon sewerage problems is of particular local inter¬ 
est to the inhabitants of the towns of Hartford and New London, but it 
also contains much general information upon the subject of our means for 
the disposal of waste and polluted water. 

The question of the transmission of tuberculosis by the meat and milk 
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of infected animals, is discussed by Dr. N. Cressy, Y.S., who arrives at 
the conclusion, that, since the experiments of Villemin, Chauveau, Colin, 
Bollinger, and others, have shown that tubercular disease of almost all the 
organs of the body can probably be conveyed by the ingestion of meat 
and milk from infected cattle, it is time for our most enlightened minds 
and professional experts, to devise and enforce such measures as will pro¬ 
tect our tables, control the traffic in diseased food, and if possible stamp 
out the malady among our herds. The whole subject is of great interest 
and importance. 

This report also contains interesting information concerning the work 
of the Board in examining railway employes in reference to colour-blind¬ 
ness, which is noticed upon another page. 

2. The Louisiana Report is chiefly made up of documents to prove that 
the National Board of Health was wrong in its assertion that yellow fever 
existed in New Orleans during the summer of 1880. Now it must be 
admitted that, as the event proved, there was no need of any of the threat¬ 
ened quarantines against New Orleans, although it is impossible to say 
how far the dread of these annoying and vexatious measures had to do 
with the thorough disinfection of suspected persons, places, and cargoes, 
which appears to have been very thoroughly practised by the Louisiana 
Board of Health ; so that practically the question whether one or two 
dozen of the suspicious cases of fatal “ hemorrhagic malarial fever” 
(accompanied by black vomit) were really yellow fever or not, possesses 
but little general importance from a sanitary point of view. 

As a problem in diagnosis it is almost impossible to decide between the 
two opposing authorities, without more complete data than those furnished 
to ns in our copy of the report, from which by an error (doubtless of the 
binder), pages 104 to 113, upon which are printed, we presume, most of 
the details of the suspicious cases, have been omitted. 

We trust that a more general conviction of the great advantage to the 
whole body politic of all the States in our Union, arising from prompt and 
hearty obedience to one central authority, upon matters of national quar¬ 
antine, will induce our southern brethren to voluntarily submit, in the near 
future, to the regulations promulgated by the National Board of Health. 

3. Dr. F. W. Hatch, permanent secretary of the California Board, records, 
with much gratification, a smaller death list, and the absence of any 
serious epidemic except pneumonia. A few cases of smallpox were 
reported, and, in the crowded tenement houses of the Chinese quarter of 
San Francisco, it threatened to become epidemic, but energetic, though 
severe, measures of isolation and disinfection practised by the Health 
authorities averted this misfortune. Consumption is credited with 954 
deaths, or about 1G per cent, of the total mortality, and of these 954, 147 
were among persons born upon the Pacific slope, 270 on the Atlantic bor¬ 
der, and 524 were of foreign birth. The unsanitary condition and total 
disregard of hygienic rules manifested by the native Mexican and lower 
half-breeds are thought to predispose to phthisis. Pneumonia was very 
prevalent, causing 505 deaths, or about 8 per cent, of the total mortality. 

Dr. Hatch further contributes a long and valuable [taper upon the min¬ 
eral springs of California (which should be consulted by every physician 
who directs a patient to those fountains of health), and also a report upon 
the sanitary condition of the city of Sacramento. Dr. J. P. Widney 
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offers some useful suggestions respecting “ Sanitary defects in houses and 
manner of living.” The report of a committee on the establishment of a 
State Hospital for consumptives signed by Drs. F. W. Hatch, H. Gibbons, 
Sr., and W. R. Chmess, awards the preference to Atlas Peak in Napa 
County, as combining all the advantages of location in the highest degree, 
and incidentally affords valuable information to invalids seeking the 
advantages of the equable climate of the Pacific coast. A digest of the 
Health Laws of California occupies the remainder of the volume. 

J. G. R. 


Art. X XXVII Cyclopaedia of the Practice of Medicine. Edited by Dr. 

H. Von Ziemssen, Professor of Clinical Medicine in Munich, Bavaria. 
Yol. IX. Disease of the Liver and Portal Vein, with the Chapter 
relation to Interstitial Pneumonia. By Prof. Poxfick, of Rostock; 
Prof.TiiiEi5FKl.mcit, of Rostock ; Prof. Von Schueppei., of Tuebingen ; 
Prof. Leiciitenstkrn, of Tuebingen ; Prof. Heeler, of Kiel; and Prof. 
Juergknsen, of Tuebingen. Translated by Arthur H. Nichols, 
M.D., and Hamilton Osgood, M.D., of Boston; Edward W. 
Schaeffler, M.D., of Kansas City; and Walter Mesdelson, 
M.D., of New York City. Alhkrt II. Buck, M.D., New York, Edi¬ 
tor of American Edition. 8vo. pp. viii., 0'28. New York, William 
"Wood & Company, 1880. 

With the issue of the present volume the publishers complete the series 
comprised under the title of “ Ziemssen’s Cyclopatdia.” Originally de¬ 
signed to appear in fifteen volumes, the work has outgrown its proposed 
dimensions until it now numbers seventeen volumes, the additional volumes 
having been rendered necessary by the unexpected accumulation of material. 

Jti a few points the gentlemen who have written for this volume will be 
found to hold views differing somewhat from those taught by Prof. Fre- 
richs in his classical work on “ Diseases of the Liver.” This is notably 
true of Ponfick’s explanation of those cases in which jaundice occurs inde¬ 
pendently of obstruction of the gall-ducts. It will be remembered that in 
Frerichs’ opinion the icterus is due, under these circumstances, to the 
conversion of the biliary acids, which tire constantly being absorbed from 
the intestines into bile-pigment; while Politick, on the other hand, teaches 
that it is frequently due to the extensive destruction of the red blood cor¬ 
puscles and the subsequent change of hematin into bilirubin. This view 
is, of course, not novel, but it has much to recommend it. Indeed it is 
not easy to explain in any other way the sudden occurrence of jaundice 
after a fright, or during a paroxysm of anger, or other violent emotion. 

Thierfelder has introduced a brief notice of a condition which has been 
recently fully described by Charcot and others, and which we have some 
reason to believe is not generally recognized in this country. We refer to 
“ hypertrophic cirrhosis with icterus.” The first symptoms of this disease 
are derangements of the digestive function, pain in the hepatic region, 
icterus, and fever. The jaundice is usually decided, but is not necessarily 
associated with decoloration of the feces. It often persists, though with 
fluctuations, during the entire course of the affection. Very soon, enlarge¬ 
ment of the liver is added to these symptoms. This increase in size is 
often considerable, frequently causing the organ to project in the mammary 



